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Wintering record of a Black—crowned Night Heron at Abashiri Lake, northern Japan

Taro Shimazaki
Faculty of Bioindustry, Tokyo University of Agriculture, 196 Yasaka, Abashiri, Hokkaido 099-2423, Japan

A wintering Black—crowned Night Heron ANycticorax nycticorax was observed at Abashiri
Lake (43" 58’N, 144" 13’E) northern Japan during December 2001 to March 2002. This is
the northernmost wintering record in Japan. The lake was frozen and the rivers and sea
around the lake were also covered by ice. However, there was an unfrozen stream with fish
because water from a hot spring was streaming in. This unfrozen stream enabled the Night
Heron to winter at Abashiri Lake.
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