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Fig. 1. The Great Spotted Woodpecker
pecking at a Japanese walnut
(Photographed by S. Aoyanagi on
13 March, 2025).
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Fig. 2. Feeding traces of the Great Spotted Woodpecker on Japanese walnuts. Unlike feeding traces left by
mammals, no bite marks were present. These seeds were collected beneath the feeding site of the Great
Spotted Woodpecker (Photographed by N. Nishi on 5 April, 2025).
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Feeding behavior of the Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

on Japanese Walnut

Norio Nishi'’, Shigeru Aoyanagi & Akiko Aoyanagi
1. Tsuru University. 3-8-1, Tahara, Tsuru, Yamanashi, 402-8555, Japan

Among birds in Japan, no species has previously been reported to peck open the shells
of Japanese Walnuts Juglans mandshurica var. sachalinensis with its bill to eat the cotyledons. We
observed Great Spotted Woodpeckers pecking at the shells of Japanese Walnuts sliders to crack
them open and consume the cotyledons in Hara Village, Nagano Prefecture. The woodpeckers
held the walnuts between tree trunks and pecked them open. This feeding behavior was observed

in at least two individuals of the Great Spotted Woodpecker from November 2024 to April 2025.

Keywords: feeding behavior, Nagano Prefecture
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